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ideals cherished for the Jewish colony are 
freedom, fraternity, culture, and material 
well-being. At the present time these 
conmiimities are democratic, and equal 
rights are granted to men and women with- 
out question. Considerable attention has 
been given to education and before the war 
high schools had been established; had the 
war not broken out one department of the 
University of Jerusalem would have been 
already in operation. Emphasis has been 
laid upon social welfare and Mr. Brandeis 
teUs of a pioneer to Palestine who, when 



speaking of a fellow-settler, said: "Yes, he 
is a Zionist, but he thinks of his own interest 
first. That is all right in other countries, 
but in Palestine it is all wrong." 

Many who are not Jews will be able to 
sympathize with this movement which has 
caused so many Jews to establish commu- 
nities in the fatherland of old, but none 
among us dares ventiu'e to predict what 
may be the influence of the present warlike 
movements along the eastern shores of the 
Mediterranean upon the Jews now in 
Palestine. 
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A Nevr Laboratory Sunday School 

Several educational institutions have 
at different times made experiments in the 
shape of what might be called a laboratory 
Sunday school. The College of the Bible, 
of Lexington, Kentucky, reports the follow- 
ing concerning a school connected with the 
Central Christian Church of Lexington 
which may be termed a demonstration 
school for the department of religious edu- 
cation in that institution. 

Central Church is a large, influential, 
and old church, yet progressive in its ideas 
of religious work. Its attitude toward 
religious education is admirable. Last 
month there was dedicated a three-story 
building in which the teaching conditions 
are ideal, there being fifty separate class- 
rooms, separated by immovable walls, yet 
so arranged that each department can have 
separate worship and collective activity. 

The school is organized as an integral 
part of the church, supervised by a com- 
mittee of the official board, and supported 
by a budget from the church, into which the 
offerings from the Sunday school go. The 
educational committee is composed of three 
college professors, the pastor of the church, 
and two business men. A salaried director, 
the head of the department of religious 
education in the College of the Bible, devotes 



as much attention to the work of super- 
vision as his time will permit. Special at- 
tention is now being given to the curriculum, 
and to the improvement of the tech- 
nique of teaching. At present the curricu- 
lum is selected from the International 
Graded Lesssons, the Constructive Studies 
of the University of Chicago, and the graded 
series of Charles Scribner's Sons. Up to 
the end of the high-school years the courses 
are prescribed. The adult department 
offers a number of elective courses. All 
work is imder observation with reference 
to educational results, measured by the 
nurture of the spiritual life, the leaders 
claiming that their policy is to bring the 
school gradually to the "Dewey basis" as 
far as is possible in the teaching of religion. 
Training in worship in the auditorium of the 
church is also being developed as a part of 
the scheme. 

Many readers of the Biblical World are 
familiar with the School of Religion at 
Union Theological Seminary in New York 
City imder the direct management of 
Professor George A. Coe. This school regis- 
ters nearly 200 of the chUdren of the neigh- 
borhood. The school described above, 
however, has the advantage of being asso- 
ciated with a church, and is therefore subject 
to the limitations which must be met in all 
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churches, thereby making the experiment 
more practically helpful to churches at large. 

Dedication oi the Y.M.G.A. College 

The new home of the Young Men's 
Christian Association College, at Chicago, 
was dedicated November 28-December i. 
This event is of no little significance in the 
educational and religious world because it 
bears witness to the increasing emphasis 
upon thorough preparation for associational 
callings. It is not long since the secre- 
taries were drawn from business life and 
from the other professions without any 
special training or education for associational 
work. Now specialization in the various 
departments has shown increasing neces- 
sity for adequate professional training, and 
associational leaders are urging young men 
to pursue the courses of study offered by the 
Young Men's Christian Association College 
before entering on their work as home 
secretaries. 

Religions Instraction and Public 
Bdacation 

"The Relations of Instruction in Reli- 
gion to Public Education" will be the topic 
for the first three days of the meeting in the 
thirteenth annual convention of the Reli- 
gious Education Association in Chicago, 
February 28 and 29, March i and 2, 1916. 
The last day will be devoted to departmental 
conferences on religious training in colleges, 
churches, and other institutions. 

At this annual meeting no time will be 
spent in popular mass meetings; instead 



the whole period will be devoted to carefully 
planned conferences. The discussions will 
be based upon a series of investigations into 
the various experiments in correlated in- 
struction, especially in the so-called " Gary 
plan," the Colorado and North Dakota 
plans, and the different systems of paro- 
chial schools and of week-day religious 
instruction. 

The association has no special plan to 
advocate; the conference will afford oppor- 
timity to study the present situation and 
the various solutions proposed. Some of 
the topics of discussion are: "The Attitude 
of the Religious Communions concerning 
the Relations of Church and State in Edu- 
cation"; "Upon What Conditions Can 
Churches of Different Denominations Com- 
bine in Giving Week-Day Instruction?"; 
"What Are the Reasons for Asking the 
State to Give School Credits for Religious 
Instruction?"; "To What Extent Are the 
Churches Competent to Undertake the 
Educational Task Involved?"; Why 
Some Citizens Believe That the Plan En- 
dangers Our Religious Liberties"; "What 
Influence Will the Week-Day Instruction 
Plan Have on Parochial Schools?" Two 
sessions will be devoted to a study of moral 
conditions in high schools. 

All persons interested in week-day reli- 
gious instruction are invited to the confer- 
ence. The sessions will be held in the 
Congress Hotel. Programs may be ob- 
tained by writing to the Religious Education 
Association, 332 South Michigan Avenue, 
Chicago, Illinois. 
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Church JoarnaliBm 

The Christian Century gives to its readers 
the following information respecting church 
journalism. In the territory of the North- 
em Baptist Convention there are 69 Catholic 
weekly papers with a combined circulation of 
944,462 copies. In the same territory there 



are 12 Baptist papers with a circulation of 
75,569; 4 Congregational papers, circula- 
lation 38,500; 4 Disciple, 59,750; 17 
Methodist, 350,553; and 5 Presbyterian, 
92,607. These 5 Protestant denominations 
have 42 papers with a circulation of 616,979 
copies, less than two-thirds the weekly 



